                        Questionnaire regarding the possible construction of a new primary school on the site in Vale Lane.
Analysis of results:
Number of returns 57
In favour of the development: 7 (12%)
Against the development 50 (88%)
Major concerns of those against the development:

Traffic impact 49
Environment:  47
Amenity loss 42
Conservation area impact 46
Comments:

Overwhelmingly, comments provided show fear and concern relating to traffic congestion not only in Vale Lane but also in neighbouring roads, the greatly increased risk of accidents, and tailbacks from the width restriction, and traffic noise.
A large number of comments refer to the plan making a mockery of the conservation plan, especially the front and side elevations. Others ask why restrictions on the changes to residential property (generally accepted as part of the conservation plan) are being totally ignored in the modernist style of the proposed buildings.
Comments also refer to this proposed school being an overdevelopment for this pretty conservation estate; huge damage to the estate will result should the plan go ahead. 
It was also pointed out that the proposed buildings are very close to Masons Green Lane and would require the removal of moderately mature trees which should be retained as a screen. In one place, it was observed, that the buildings are planed right up to the Lane and that this building should be moved back towards the west. 
Other comments referred to the noise that will come from the large school during the day (play areas should be bounded on the east by a high sound barrier should the plan go ahead) and also in the early morning and early evenings as children arrive/leave the school and travel down neighbouring roads; consequent litter was also mentioned as a possible problem.
There were quite a number of residents who mourned the loss of a valuable green area to the estate; the existing tree canopy is seen my some residents as a valuable wildlife refuge and should be retained. Residents close to the proposed school fear loss of light and evening sunlight due to the side elevations.
Five residents responded in favour of the school with one suggesting that there would be advantages (not specified) to having a new school to match those that exist to the west of Hanger Lane. Another resident referred to the shortage of schools in the UK while another proposed that the school may provide job opportunities. A further comment suggested that education was more important than the issues referred to on the questionnaire. However, nearly half in favour had concerns regarding the plans as they exist; one person said the council should work closely with the residents association to minimize traffic noise issues while another suggested that residents near the school should be offered appropriate style double glazing and that the design of the school should be modified to match the Tudor estate rather than the church.
.

